02 6195 3178
baptistcareaustralia.org.au

Where we are
Australians have a lot to be thankful for. We live in one of the wealthiest
nations in the world, with a system of democracy that gives citizens
a powerful voice in how our country is run.
But many aspects of life are still far from perfect,
especially for people facing personal challenges, poverty,
and discrimination. At Baptist Care Australia, we want to
make sure these people are included in any big changes
that arise from the 2019 federal election.

This federal election, let’s take the opportunity to make
our voices heard, and help to create positive change in our
communities and in the lives of the people who live there.

During the 2019 federal election campaign, Baptist Care
Australia joins the nationwide conversation about what
sort of country we want to become.

•

What do we want our communities to be like?

•

What priorities do we want decision-makers to have?

•

What values do we want our public policies to reflect?

•

And how do we make sure that all people in our
communities are considered and respected in
those policies?

Marcia Balzer
Executive Director

Do one thing...
If you care about positive change in Australian communities, you can
do more than vote. You can add your voice to ours in asking the new
government to take action. Every action counts, no matter how small.

SIGN UP

WRITE

to the Everybody’s Home campaign,
sign a petition, and share campaign
messages on social media. Or join the
Raise the Rate campaign calling for a
raise to the Newstart allowance.

to the relevant minister and shadow
minister for your preferred priority
topic and tell him or her what you’d
like the new government to do.

MEET

ORGANISE

with your local member to discuss
the topic you care most about. Find
your local member by searching your
postcode here.

an election forum for your church
or community group, inviting your
local candidates to speak about one
or more of the campaign topics.
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Everybody’s home
Australia’s housing system is broken, with people on the lowest incomes
in severe housing stress and at risk of homelessness. Baptist Care Australia
is part of Everybody’s Home, a campaign to call for a better, fairer housing
system for everyone.
We are advocating for five simple things the new
government can do to fix Australia’s housing system so that
it works for everyone.
1. Support for first home buyers
Reset our tax system to make it fairer for ordinary
Australians wanting to buy a home.

4. Immediate relief for Australians in chronic rental stress
Increase Commonwealth Rent Assistance for the thousands
of Australians who are struggling to pay the rent.
5. A plan to end homelessness by 2030
With real effort we can halve homelessness in five yearsand
end it in 10.

2. A national housing strategy
More low-cost properties mean more choices, making it
cheaper and easier to find a home. 500,000 new social and
affordable rental homes are needed to meet the demand
for affordable housing.
3. A better deal for renters
Get rid of “no grounds” evictions and unfair rent rises so
that millions of Australian renters have the security they
need to create homes, build lives and raise families.

We particularly want to see actions that will help people
on low or no incomes access safe and secure housing. The
reality is that the private rental market is just not up to
the task. We need an additional 500,000 new social and
affordable rental homes to meet demand, as well as a
national strategy to reach this target.

More information +

Getting serious about poverty
There are currently more than 3 million Australians living in poverty,
and 739,000 of them are children.
People relying on Newstart or Youth Allowance social
security payments are experiencing the highest rates of
poverty of any group. People in low paid or insecure work
comprise 38% of the 3 million people living in poverty.
Increasing Newstart and Youth Allowance would be the
single most important step to address current poverty
levels among Australians. Deloitte Access Economics
has found that it would boost local economies and
employment, delivering benefits across the whole
economy.
Not only do these social security payments need an
immediate boost, it’s important that they are set by
an independent body. Baptist Care Australia supports
establishing a new statutory authority to set social
security payments at a level that maintains a basic
healthy standard of living.

People living in poverty are experiencing increasing
difficulties affording nutritious food, and demand for food
support services is growing. Ongoing funding for food relief
programs is essential to ensure families can survive when
incomes are too low to provide for their needs.

We particularly want to see a substantial increase to
Newstart and Youth Allowance to help meet the needs of
people on the lowest incomes, and provide enough support
to help them move out of poverty.

More information +
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A future for aged care
The aged care system is under pressure. With a growing population of older
people, this is set to get worse over the next ten years unless we work
harder to address these problems in the next term of government.
To create an aged care system that’s fit for the future,
we need to kick start a slowed reform agenda.
•

Create a single, simplified home care program

•

Establish a single national assessment system to
streamline access to services

•

Reform aged care funding to accurately reflect the
cost of providing quality care

•

Provide funding to implement the national aged care
workforce strategy.

The longer term sustainability of aged care needs a
radical rethink. To meet the projected increase in demand
over coming years, increased investment will be needed
by governments, consumers and aged care providers.
We need to start the planning process now to ensure that
in the future, we have quality aged care services that meet
both demand and community expectations. The Aged Care

Royal Commission is currently underway, and due to report
by 30 April 2020. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to create an aged care system that’s fit for purpose for
the next generations of older Australians. That’s a great
opportunity, but makes it more difficult to ask for firm
commitments from potential governments about their
plans before the Royal Commission’s recommendations are
known

We particularly want to see commitments to providing
sustainable, secure funding to meet the growing needs of older
Australians, regardless of the recommendations of the Royal
Commission.

More information +

Next steps against domestic violence
There have been concerted efforts from state and federal governments over
recent years to take action to address Australia’s epidemic of domestic and
family violence.
The latest National Community Attitudes Towards Violence
Against Women Survey (2017) showed improvements in
many aspects of attitudes towards violence against women
and gender equality.
However whatever progress has been achieved to date,
it has not yet resulted in a decline in the incidence of
domestic and family violence. In its third Personal Safety
Survey in 2016, the Australian Bureau of Statistics reported
an increase in the number of both women and men who
have experienced intimate partner violence since the first
survey in 2005.
Increased demand for support services has been linked not
only to the increase in the incidence of family and domestic
violence but also to increased community awareness of
domestic and family violence.

A recent report prepared by Australian Baptist Ministries
revealed the results of a survey of domestic violence
services in Australian communities. It makes three key
recommendations to help meet a serious shortfall of
support services for people escaping violent family
situations.
• Build a comprehensive national database of family
and domestic violence support services
• Increase investment in safe, secure, and affordable
housing
• Immediately increase funding from state and federal
governments to address shortfalls in crisis and short
term accommodation.
We particularly want to see governments commit to providing
500,000 new social and affordable rental homes to provide
secure accommodation for people leaving violent situations,
and a national strategy to reach this goal.

More information +
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About us
Baptist Care Australia works to bring equality and
opportunity to Australian communities, advocating
nationally on issues such as homelessness, aged
care and domestic violence. We represent Baptist
community service organisations and their clients
in the national policy debate.
A core principle in our work is to make sure that the
interests and voices of marginalised people are heard
when decisions are made that affect them.
Baptist Care Australia member organisations are hard
at work every day to build strong communities across
Australia. From aged care to counselling, social housing
to caring for children and young people, our members
help people get back on their feet after hard times, or live
independently with the right support. Members employ
more than 9000 staff, work with 2500 volunteers and
have an annual turnover of $700 million.
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