
Australia’s   
housing system
is broken. 

Because a house should never be just an economic 
asset. It’s security. It’s community. It’s a home.

Our complex and unbalanced 
housing system means many 
people are missing out. 
Homes are out of reach for too many 
Australians, either to buy or rent.  
Competition for rental properties is 
driving rental insecurity.  There is a chronic 
undersupply of social affordable housing 
for low and middle-income earners. Our 
key workers can’t afford to live in the 
communities they care for.  And more and 

more people of every age are slipping 
through the net and ending up homeless. 

Our research shows that Australians know 
that housing affordability is an issue across all 
generations – and they want to focus on real 
solutions.  That’s why housing, homelessness 
and community sectors have united to create 
Everybody’s Home.

We’re asking all parties to support the 
solutions so that our housing system works 
for everyone -  people needing a roof over 
their head, renters and home buyers.



1 Develop a National Housing 
Strategy to meet Australia’s 

identified shortfall of 500,000 social  
and affordable rental homes
Competition for rental properties that low- and 
middle-income earners can afford is so fierce that 
thousands of Australians are missing out every 
week. This scarcity of rental properties drives 
homelessness, rental bidding, and overcrowding. 
Governments can release this pressure valve 
through a sustained program to deliver more 
low-cost rental housing. More low-cost properties 
means more choices for all renters, making it 
cheaper and easier to find a home. Our analysis 
shows that 500,000 new low-cost rental homes 
are needed to meet the demand for affordable 
rental housing.

The Federal Government needs to develop a 
coherent National Housing Strategy that includes:

• new capital investment to generate 300,000 
new social and Aboriginal housing properties 

• a new tax incentive or direct subsidy to 
leverage super fund and other private sector 
investment in 200,000 low cost rental 
properties for low and middle-income earners 

A National Housing Strategy will determine 
the respective roles of federal, state and local 
governments and identify the full range of 
instruments required to achieve this.

2 Prioritise first home-buyers over 
property speculators by resetting 

the tax system
Australia’s current tax treatment of housing 
subsidises property investors at the expense of 
people trying to buy a home  - and the security of 
tenants.

These tax breaks fuel speculative investment and 
house price inflation, meaning house prices have 
risen much faster than incomes. A generation 
of Australians are now locked out of the house 
purchase market. 

The Federal Government needs to reset 
housing taxation to deliver fairer outcomes by 
reducing negative gearing and capital gains tax 
exemptions, and use the billions of dollars it will 
raise in revenue to encourage investment in social 
and affordable rental housing.

3 Provide nationally consistent 
protection for renters through 

legislative protections against evictions, 
rent rises, discrimination and landlords 
who refuse to maintain properties
Fierce competition for rental properties means 
tenants are often forced into properties that 
don’t meet basic community standards, and are 
subject to unscrupulous behaviour by landlords. 
Aboriginal people, in particular, often experience 
discrimination from landlords in the private rental 
market. 

We can fix this by giving renters stronger 
protections and making more rental housing 
available to give tenants more choice by

• Getting rid of 'no grounds’ evictions
• Limiting rent increases to once every 12 months
• Tighter regulations around applications for 

rentals to stop discrimination
• Minimum property standards to make sure all 

rental properties are livable.

There are        things 
our government can do to fix the 
broken system and make sure 
everybody has a place to call home.
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4 Provide immediate relief to people 
in housing stress by increasing rent 

assistance
In many Australian cities and towns rents have 
been rising much faster than people’s incomes. 
People on low and middle incomes are struggling 
to keep up, with thousands paying so much in rent 
that they can’t meet other basic costs, like decent 
food and medical expenses. To afford housing 
people need places to be available that they can 
afford to rent, and to have a living income to meet 
essential expenses. 

While more low cost housing is being created, 
an immediate increase in Commonwealth Rent 
Assistance (CRA) – especially for those on the 
very lowest payments – would assist people in 
rental stress to keep a roof over their heads.

5 Commit to ending homelessness by 
2030 by taking action to prevent 

homelessness and delivering rapid access 
to the housing and support people need if 
they do lose their own home
Homelessness in Australia is significantly increasing 
as a result of growing poverty, declining access to 
affordable housing, and persistently high levels of 
family violence. We can fix it with a national plan to 
end homelessness that:

• addresses the drivers of homelessness, 
including the lack of affordable housing, 
poverty and family violence;

• rapidly rehouses people who are homeless and 
supports them to maintain that housing; and

• addresses the over-representation of 
Aboriginal people in the homelessness service 
system.
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Support 
Everybody’s Home

Sign up and keep updated:
everybodyshome.com.au

Like the campaign on Facebook: 
facebook.com/EverybodysHomeCampaign

It’s time to stop tinkering around the edges and fix the housing system so that it 
works for everyone. Everybody’s Home will be rolling out plans for every part of the 
housing system in the lead up to the Federal Election.
We’ll be reaching out to communities across Australia asking them to sign up to the campaign at 
www.everybodyshome.com.au to build a supporter base of ordinary Australians asking for change.

We need all parties to get on board – and all our elected representatives. Let’s work together to fix it 
so that everybody has a home.

Partners


